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Title VI and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information:  It is Snohomish Countyõs policy to assure that no 

person shall on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, as amended, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or oth erwise be discriminated 

against under any County sponsored program or activity. For questions regarding Snohomish County Public Worksõ 

Title VI Program, or for interpreter or translation services for non -English speakers, or otherwise making materials 

available in an alternate format, contact the Department Title VI Coordinator via e -mail at spw -titlevi@snoco.org or 

phone 425-388-6660. Hearing/speech impaired may call 711.  

 

Información sobre el Titulo VI y sobre la Ley de Americanos con Discapacidades  (ADA por sus siglas en inglés): Es la 

política del Condado de Snohomish asegurar que ninguna persona sea excluida de participar, se le nieguen 

beneficios o se le discrimine de alguna otra manera en cualquier programa o actividad patrocinada por el Condado 

de Snohomish en razón de raza, color, país de origen o género, conforme al Título VI de la Enmienda a la Ley de 

Derechos Civiles de 1964. Comuníquese con el Department Title VI Coordinator (Coordinador del Título VI del 

Departamento) al correo electronic spw -ti tlevi@snoco.org, o al teléfono 425 -388-6660 si tiene preguntas referentes 

al Snohomish County Public Worksõ Title VI Program (Programa del T²tulo VI de Obras Publicas del Condado de 

Snohomish), o para servicios de interpretación o traducción para los no an gloparlantes, o para pedir que los 

materiales se hagan disponibles en un formato alternativo. Los que tienen necesidades comunicativas especiales 

pueden llamar al 711.  

 

 



 

 

Snohomish County ADA Measuring Guidelines | 1 

 

General Notes 

 

 

The purpose of the ADA Measuring Guidelines is to provide consistent guidance to 

engineers, contractors, and inspectors about how the County measures pedestrian facilities 

so that they can be evaluated for  compliance with ADA standards.  There will occasionally 

be exceptions to the guidance that are dependent upon field conditions. The ADA 

Measuring Guidelines are not meant to provide examples and illustrations for  every 

conceivable field configuration of pedestrian facilities that may be located  in the public 

right -of-way, nor do the ADA Measuring Guidelines cover every ADA standard that may be 

evaluated.  Engineers, contractors, and inspectors who design and evaluate pedestrian 

facilities in the County right -of -way are responsible for understanding and complying with  

all County, State, and Federal equal access laws, including the ADA.  

 

Snohomish County uses a digital inclinometer  (Smart Tool) manufactured by MD Building 

Products to evaluate and measure the slopes of pedestrian facilities located in the public 

right -of -way for compliance with ADA standards.  MD Building Products guarantees the 

accuracy of its Smart Tool to 0.35% for angles between plumb and level.  The Smart Tool s 

are field calibrated according to the manufacturerõs recommendations and each calibration 

is recorded in a log book.  Slope measurements are recorded to the nearest tenth of a 

percent. 

 

A metal measuring tape  should be used to measure linear dimensions and should be 

capable of measuring in tenths or hundredths of a foot .  Linear dimensions are recorded to 

the nearest tenth of a  foot  unless otherwise noted in the guidelines.  

 

Pedestrian facilities that cannot be altered to fully comply with ADA standards shall be 

altered to the maximum extent feasible (MEF) as indicat ed in documentation stamped and 

signed by a Professional Engineer licensed to practice in the State of Washington.  All MEF 

designs and documentation require the review and approval of the County Traffic Engineer, 

or his/her designee.  For more information  about the MEF Design Review process and to 

obtain a copy of the MEF Design Review Application please visit 

www.snohomishcountywa.gov/pwADA , or call (425) 388-6438. 

 

The ADA Measuring Guidelines document is a dynamic document and is expected to 

change and be updated as ADA standards change and/or additional guidance is provided.  

To comment or recommend changes to the ADA Measuring Guidelines email 

Contact.pwADA@snoco.org , or call (425) 388-6438. 
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Example of the Curb Ramp Measurement Form  
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(B1.1) Take at least two 

measurements of the landing running 

slope as shown in the illustration to 

the top,  left .  Take one measurement 

on each side of the landing parallel to 

an extension of the sides of the curb 

ramp and perpendicular to the grade 

break at the top of the ramp (Location 

1 & 2).  If the landing does not appear 

to be planar take additional parallel 

measurements where the ramp 

appears to be warped.  Record the 

steepest running slope measured.  

 

(B1.2) Take at least two 

measurements of the landing cross 

slope as shown in the illustrations to 

the middle and bottom, left.  Take 

one measurement parallel to the 

grade break where the ramp meets 

the landing (Location 3) and at a 

parallel location a minimum of four 

feet back from the  grade break at the 

top of the curb ramp (Location 4).  If 

the landing does not appear to be 

planar take additional parallel 

measurements where the ramp 

appears to be warped.    Record the 

steepest cross slope measured. 

 

(B1.3) Measure the landing length i n 

the same locations as the landing 

running slopes measurements and 

record the shorter of the two 

dimensions. 

 

(B1.4) Measure the landing width in 

the same locations as the cross slope 

measurements and record the 

narrower of the two dimensions.  

 

Perpendicular Curb Ramps ð Landing Slopes & Sizes 

 

B1 
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